
I’m not sure we ever felt this day would arrive but we have finally made it to the end of 
our first term in school post lockdown and what a term it has been!  

However, it is important I take this opportunity to thank the children for their great  

effort and achievements but ‘thank you’ just doesn’t seem enough. The staff are so  

incredibly proud of each and every one of them for the way in way they have embraced our 
new school life. Their exemplary behaviour, commitment to learning and generally brilliant 
attitude has meant the term has been very smooth for all of us and for that we are  

extremely grateful. I feel that the ethos  of our school and happiness of the children has 
been captured beautifully in this year’s Christmas performance and I must extend a very 
special thanks to the staff and in particular Mrs Milner for her insight and energy to plan 
and organise such a beautiful keepsake for the children, parents and staff.  

As always, I would like to extend a very special thank you and huge well done to all of the 
children in Early Years. We have been astounded at how well they have returned and  

settled into school. Even though we are all in separate bubbles, the confidence and huge 
personalities of our youngest children are certainly shining through…… this was particularly 
evident in their recent Nativity performance. The children are rarely in the hall and yet 
they donned their costumes, learnt their dances, their lines and shone in front of the  

camera with a confidence that we are excited to see blossom over their years with us at 
St. Bernadette’s. Well done Nursery and Reception, you are all superstars! 

Spiritually, we have been preparing for Christmas through our bubble liturgies and our  

Advent mission — Advent Angels; Heralds of Hope and what an absolute privilege for all of 
the staff to watch how the children have risen brilliantly to the challenge once again.  

Every year, we are astounded by their thoughtfulness, generosity and big hearts which 
again have touched the hearts of many as the pupils of St. Bernadette’s demonstrate how 
to put their faith into action. Another group of pupils putting their faith into action this 
term were the pupils in Year 5 who made their First Holy Communion. A special thanks to 
Fr John and his dedicated team for ensuring this special occasion could still be marked for 
pupils in such challenging circumstances.  

This term has been particularly challenging for us all but as a school, we feel blessed by 
the level of support we have received from parents and for that I would like to extend a 
very warmth thanks from all of the staff to you. We appreciate this has been a difficult 
term for you too and there have been lots of changes to adapt to  but your patience,  

support, kind words and messages really do have a huge impact on staff. So, thank you! 

Finally, the end of term, though filled with joy, is also touched with sadness for us. Mrs 
Cairns, who you will have all met along the way via any communication you have had with the 
school office will be leaving us to take up a new role as Super Gran for her beautiful 
Grandson – a role which we know she will excel at! Mrs Cairns is one of those Pritt Stick 
type of people – she keeps us all together so it will certainly be difficult for us to adapt to 
life without her! But, we wish her every best wish for her new chapter.  

So, on behalf of the Governors and all of the staff, I would like to wish you all a very  

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year. I hope you all manage to rest, recover and 
spend some time with your loved ones!  
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“Advent Angels - 

Heralds of Hope”  

Our 2020 Advent  

Project has been a 
great success! 

Seen here are just a 
few of the posts we 
have had this week 

on our Facebook 
page. 

Special thanks must 
go out to  

Mrs T. Walker and  

Mrs S. Armstrong 
for all the help they 
have given creating 
the items sent home 
during this Advent 

time. 

This week the  

children have been 
busy putting their 

Christmas   

on film for all their 
mums and dads and 

grandparents to  

enjoy. 

Thanks to all the 
staff, especially 

Mrs Milner for yet 
again stepping up 

and making it happen 
in these Covid times. 

More thanks go to 
Abby who  

choreographed the 
dances, Richard and 

Sophie from Von 
Fox Promotions who 

did a great job  

filming us and Mrs 
Rudd for  

coming into school 
to help with the  

music. 

Together with our 
fantastic pupils you 

made some  

Christmas magic! 

Matthew gave his angel to his Nanna who is always 
there for our family. Here it is beside Nanna and 
Grandpa's nativity scene which is over 80 years 

old it is very special to our family.  











It is with huge sadness that today we shall say a very fond 
farewell to Mrs Cairns, from our school office. 

Since, July 2014, she has worked tirelessly to help our  

pupils, parents and staff with so, so many tasks-it would be  

impossible to list them! Always with a smile! 

A much loved colleague and friend, we wish her every  

happiness in her new role, looking after baby Thomas.  

He is a very lucky lad! 

We shall miss you! 

  

Important message from Miss Coates 
Any queries you may have MUST please be directed to 

oosc@st-bernadettesprimary.co.uk 
Please remember to contact this email with cancellations and late 
bookings if required but numbers are limited. Miss Coates will reply 
from here but please check your junk mail for responses.  

Thank you! 



We wish  
everyone who  

celebrates 
their  

birthday in the 
holidays, a 

very special 
day. 

 



We would love to see all your birthday photos, achievements, good news, 
sports awards and acts of kindness on the blog each week! 

Please email to blog@st-bernadettesprimary.co.uk by 10am Thursdays  
Thank you! 

Last week Kora was 
the 1st leg in the  

Under 13 Cross  

Country at Thornley 
Hill Farm in Durham. 

She was the youngest 
girl to run on the day 

and did an  

amazing job in harsh 
conditions. 

Brilliant!! 

No wonder Anna is 
looking so happy! 

Here she is with the 
trophy for being  

the 'Most Improved 
Gymnast of the 

Month' which she  

received at the 
weekend.  

It’s a beauty! 

Congratulations,  

Anna! 

Always lovely to hear 
about former pupils, 
who have moved to 

high school! 

Alex just got his black 
belt at Ninjitsu, which  
he has been doing since 

nursery.  

Well done, Alex! 

 

Many  

congratulations 
to  Roma who 

has just gained 
her Orange belt 
at kick boxing. 

Very impressive! 

Here is Seb with 
his Brown badge 
for kickboxing. 
Only his black 

badge to go until 
he moves onto 

his belts. 2 years 
of hard work and 
we are all very 
proud of him. 

Fantastic!! 

Mrs McGuigan was thrilled to send away 89 shoeboxes to Operation Christmas 
Child.  Thank you to everyone who supported this amazing effort at a time 

when helping others is more important than ever. 
have already been delivered to Belarus, more boxes are going to Eastern  

European countries and North Africa.  



Mass: Sunday 11.30am  
Fr John McElhone— 0191 2623820 

Message from Fr John 

We have launched new more interactive websites bringing 
you the most up to date news regarding our parish  

communities which will be updated on a daily basis.   

These can be found at: 

www.staidanschurch.uk 

www.stbernadetteschurch.uk 

 

On our websites you will find information relating to times 
that churches will be open, booking a place for Mass and the 
initiatives that we will be undertaking to try and keep in 
touch with parishioners.   

Additionally we have a Facebook Page:  

St Aidan’s and St Bernadette’s Community Page  

which you can join.  

 
 
           
 

Nursery  Everyone!! 

Recep (AW) Zach W 

Recep (SK) George 

Year 1 Luke W 

Year 1/2 Helena R 

Year 2 Everyone for 
their dancing 

and signing 

Year 3 Jad 

Year 3/4 Whole Class! 

Year 4 The whole 
class! 

Year 5 Evan M 

Year 5/6 Everyone! 

Year 6 Will C. 

It was with great sadness that we heard of 
the death of Mrs Anne Ward.  Not only was 

Anne a member of our St. Bernadette’s 
School family but she used to be Cook here. 

Such a wonderful character.  

Our deepest sympathies go to Cheryl, Jessica 
and all the family. 

We have spaces in Year 2 and Reception, please email  

office@st-bernadettesprimary.co.uk 

for details. 

We are also now accepting applications for our September, 
2021 Reception Class start! 


