St Bernadette’s Roman Catholic Primary School
Live the Gospel and when necessary use words
Our mission as a Roman Catholic primary school is to provide a catholic education that puts
the word of God at the centre of our school. Our purpose is the happiness of all of our
community through the pursuit of school-wide excellence; with success measured on our
ability to sustain and enhance our position as a thriving example of Christ-centred education.
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Safeguarding Statement

September 2017
Review: September 2018

St. Bernadette’s SCHOOL
In school we have in place both a Safeguarding Statement and Child Protection policies.
SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT
We define safeguarding as being broader than ‘child protection’. Safeguarding in our school
confirms what we do for all children, applies across the whole school and is linked to our
overall culture, ethos and the principles we follow in school. Safeguarding in our school is
child centred and ensures that at all times we work in the best interests of the child to ensure
that school is a safe place for all of our children and young people to be.
We define Child Protection as what we do for children at risk of significant harm, or who
have been significantly harmed and we have separate clear procedures which are
understood by ALL in place for this.
We define children and young people in our school as being children within the age ranges
of 3 to 11 years, however we are aware that children includes everyone under the age of 18.
As appropriate, to safeguard any young person who is over the age of 18 who continues to
receive education in our school, we operate in accordance with local guidance and will report
suspicions/allegations of abuse or neglect to the Adult Social Care Gateway Team on 0191
6432777.
We accept and expect ALL in school to understand that safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility. Safeguarding is defined in Working Together to Safeguard Children 20151 as:
1. protecting children from maltreatment
2. preventing impairment of children’s health and development
3. ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe

and effective care and
4. taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes
In school we act in the best interest of all children and ensure we take all reasonable steps
to prevent them from harm. Having appropriate safeguards in place not only protects and
promotes the welfare of children/young people, but also enhances the confidence of pupils,
staff, volunteers and parents/carers. Therefore, safeguarding arrangements should be
considered in conjunction with the procedures outlined in Reference Document A

1

Working Together guidance to be revised – likely formal consultation around November 2017, and implementation in early
2018

Reference Document A

Links to other procedures in School
This policy does link to other school procedures and therefore must be read in conjunction
with other related policies in school. This includes, but is not limited to the following,


Anti-bullying (including racist, disability, and homophobic or transphobic abuse)



Attendance management



Allegation management - adults



Allegation management – made against other children/young people including
peer to peer abuse



Arrangements for those educated in alternative provisions



Behaviour policy



Complaints



Confidentiality, data protection and information sharing



E-safety, use of the internet, photography and mobile phones



Exclusions



Early Help/Early Intervention and Prevention



First aid



Health & Safety



Inclusion and Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND)



Induction procedures



Intimate care policy



Lettings & school security



Looked after children policy



Medication policy



Missing children policy



On line and e-safety



Physical intervention & use of reasonable force



Promoting equality & diversity



PSHE policy, including SRE policy (Sex and Relationship Education)



Recruitment and Selection



School trips and visits



Staff behaviour policy (code of conduct)



Visitors, agency workers and volunteers (including Governors)



Whistle blowing

